Meeting Minutes
Thursday February 3, 2005

7:00-8:20 pm


Dear Evangelism members,




February 3, 2005@6:30
Another great meeting. Some of the things that we discussed were:

Greeters: We need to get postcards made up and mailed out about “official” duties of greeters and coffee servers, so that greeters know their duties. 

The Box items: We had 5 items in the box: 2 prayer requests, 1 acknowledgement, 1 idea/suggestion, and 1 concern. Prayer requests for Pastor Ron and Toni Lottman with new baby, an acknowledgement about the box being a good idea from Dianne, suggestion for gift giving for moms and new babies, and also a concern about ushers needing to clean up the sanctuary after 1st service so that it is neat and tidy for the Contemporary service. The concern will be given to the Worship committee. We discussed what we wanted to do with the information received and if and how we would share it with the congregation. We decided to write something in the communicator about the Box: “The Box has spoken” and also to get up during the worship services bimonthly and share “The Box” items. We also talked about putting a link onto the website. I wrote up something for the communicator and will send it in ASAP.

Prayer Partners: This was an excellent challenge. Pastor Ron told us about something that he wanted to start. Currently Pastor Ron and Terry Trube are Prayer Partners. They meet weekly to pray about different things: the committees, the services, the pastor, the congregation, the country, etc. What a great thing! Pastor Ron would like to see something created to continue this idea in a bigger way. He talked about long-term goals being there would be a room in the church where 15-20 people would be during the services. In this room, these people would continually be praying about the service, the pastor, the congregation, etc. Wow! Can you feel the Holy Spirit working there? Short-term goal is for 6-9 people to come about 45 minutes before service to pray for the services, the congregation, the pastor, the sermon, the week, etc. Can you see the numbers growing? I think this is very doable. What are the beginning steps to create this? Communication! It reminds me of “See You at the Pole” where students meet yearly to pray together about the students, school, teachers, nation, president, etc. Great things happen when you talk to and with God…. The power of prayer is awesome. Pastor Ron recommended a book from John Maxwell, Partners in Prayer, to get this thought started.

Care Groups: Pastor Ron reminded us that the strength of our committee is to continue to be nurturing, physical “hands on contact”, so we need to work on that. We didn’t talk much about the Care Groups in the extent in which I wanted. Some groups are very active, some went to the wayside, and some are having a hard time getting started. We need to get together and evaluate the groups and change group leaders if needed. No one should be a group leader if they don’t want to be. We talked about a get-together for Easter. Because Easter is a busy “family” day, the committee suggested that we do it on Palm Sunday instead. Pray about this and be ready to have productive ideas for the next meeting. 

Website: The site is almost finished and the links are working. This is our church’s official address: www.iw.net/~cumcoffice. There is a problem with the screen size though…not sure what to do. The free space is not FrontPage (web design program) compatible; therefore, it shifts things. What the site looks like when I design it is NOT always what it appears on other screens. Also, Lisa Alden brought up the idea of getting an easier web address (ex. www.cantonumc.com); however, this would cost us money. The committee decided to give the current address a try first and evaluate the situation later. Please continue to evaluate the site. I am very open for suggestions and comments. What do you want to see? I also added links about the Upper room. Lastly, I wrote a small article for the communicator about the website.

The next meeting is set for March 3rd at 7:00 PM in the Fireside Chapel. Please be ready to prepare for the Easter get-together and other issues.  Again, I will try to remember to send postcards or make phone calls as a reminder. Thanks for your participation in the nurturing of our church. 

One more thing, Pastor Ron confronted me with the idea of changing the “Evangelism Committee” to the “Committee of Congregational Care and Outreach”, after all that is what we are doing. What do you think? Let him know. I love it!

Your sister in Christ,

Lesley McConnell (
