CANTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2005 ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE

November 22, 2005

Members present: Rev. Ron Johnson, Dennis Hardy, Mavis Stearns, Edna Hansen, Gert Havelaar, LD Tift, Dianne Osthus, Wilma Ofstad, Teri Ducheneaux, Allen Stearns, Theresa Kuiper, Jaime Dimmick, Colleen Joslyn, Nick Joslyn, Judy Cramer, Betty Courtney, Myla Swanson, Brian Alden, Lisa Alden, Dorothy Van Bockern and District Superintendent,  Rev. Randy Cross.

Rev. Randy Cross, Our District Superintendent, led the Annual Church Conference and he started by giving devotions. Rev. Cross talked to us about Jesus telling the disciples that they were His witnesses and Rev. Cross stated that we are also His witnesses. The early churches had no bible, no pastors, and no church building. They just had themselves and an occasional letter from a disciple. They did not feel very important. Peter wrote to them and what he wrote also pertains to us, that we are Chosen, Significant, and “One of Gods Own People.” Prayer followed.

Rev. Cross requested Pastors report: Rev. Ron shared that he felt his health had kept him from being at his best this last year. He is now feeling better and is grateful for the renewal leave granted to him.  He expressed affirmation to our Staff and introduced Lavonne, our new Office Business Manager, and Jaime, our new Christian Ed/Choir Director; He thanked the Committee Chairs for their diligent work. Some highlights lifted up were: Apportionments were paid in 2004, $1000.00 was netted from the penny war for Children of the Harvest under the leadership of Dorothy Markle. A website was created for CUMC by Lesley McConnell. A Power Point Presentation of activities at CUMC given by Stewardship Committee. A successful Bible School Program.  A meaningful Mission trip taken by the Middle School Kids arranged by Youth. Director, Lisa Alden. Kits, blankets, and $1000 from a quilt made by our ladies for missions. A good Consecration Sunday experience. Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals. A Busy Year.

Rev. Cross addressed the Pastor’s compensation at this time and Rev. Ron excused himself during this discussion. Recommendation from Staff Parish and approved by Finance, was a 5% raise in salary, making it $47,250.00 plus Pastor’s pension of $1572.00.  Recommendation was approved. Rev. Ron returned to the meeting.

The 2006 Budget was addressed by Finance Chairman, Brian Alden. Discussion followed with questions about several items. A new budget account for Praise Band was explained and approved. The Budget total for 2006 is $234,415.00. The 2006 budget was approved.

Finance, Theresa Kuiper had a question about the 20 miler club. Can we ask 20 milers to contribute twice during the year to have a balance on hand to address immediate needs or do we have to wait until an emergency arises? Rev. Cross advised that it brought to our Administrative Council for consideration and decision.

Names for removal 1st reading and 2nd reading were read and approved.

Rev. Ron noted to those present that gentle and loving letters were written to persons before submitting their names for removal.

Lay speakers were approved: Jeanine Carpenter for Basic Course and Mavis Stearns for renewal of Certified Speaker.

Rev. Cross gave CUMC affirmation for the booklet of compiled information from all the Committees giving everyone in attendance a better appreciation of the business at hand. All the business for the evening having been accomplished the 2005 Annual Conference was adjourned.

We closed our meeting by forming a circle, joining hands and singing “Sanctuary “

Respectfully submitted by:

Dorothy Van Bockern, 

Sec of Ad Council 

For more details pick up an ANNUAL CONFERENCE BOOKLET in the Narthex.

