CANTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

AD COUNCIL MEETING

July 13, 2005 - 7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Rev. Ron Johnson, Dennis Hardy, Gert Havelaar, Birdie Theede, Rhonda Trube, Dorothy Markle, Bev Myers, Karla Kozac, Brian Alden, Theresa Kuiper, LD Tift, Ron Oppold, Spencer Borns, Dorothy VanBockern, Kathy Bonnema and guest, Jennefer Van Essen.

Chairman, Dennis Hardy opened the meeting and asked Rev. Ron to lead us in devotions. Pastor read an article written by “Porter Taylor” from an issue of the ‘Alive Now’ booklet entitled LOVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. We are no longer bound by the LAW but by the LOVE of JESUS.

The minutes from the last meeting held in April were approved on motion by Theresa and second by L.D. Tift Motion carried.

LOVE INC (Love in the name of Christ) is a national organization and is being implemented in our community. Kathy Bonnema from CUMC was asked by Rev. Ron some time ago to represent our church. She has since met with others and was asked to give a short presentation, along with Jennifer Van Essen from River of Life Church.

In our community it would be called LOVE INC. OF GREATER CANTON. 

THE MISSION: The mission of Love in the Name of Christ of Greater Canton is to provide help for those in need, transforming lives, through a united effort of area Congregations BIBLE VERSE: 1 John 3:18 “Let us stop just saying we love people, let us really love them, and show it by our actions”. Kathy and Jennifer have met about 10 times with other volunteers from area churches for discussion on how to get started etc. Chr. Dennis asked for discussion and a motion regarding our involvement in this community mission. Motion by Nick Joslyn and second by Ron Oppold that CUMC join this organization. The congregation will be informed in more detail about how this works and the opportunities to become involved.

CAR SHOW ACTIVITIES: Dennis asked Brian Alden, Chr of Finance and LD Tift, Chr of Trustees to enlighten the Council on some possible events for raising money during the Car Show weekend. We were informed that Bruce and Amy Short of CUMC have very generously given the Church a Beef. Brian and LD suggested that Raffle Tickets be sold starting Saturday the 23rd of July at Jack Fox Park and continue to be sold until September 1st, 2005. There would be eight (8) winners, each getting 1/8 of beef. Canton Lockers will be in charge of the processing. ALSO at this time Brian and LD suggested doing a Steak and Baked Potato meal at Jack Fox Park from 5-7 P.M. while other events are being held there in conjunction with the Car Show and Cruise Night. The steaks would be purchased from the Canton Lockers at a minimal price. The monies from these events would be managed by the Finance Committee and the Trustee Committee to be used for improvements and needs at CUMC. Discussion with questions followed. Theresa entertained a motion to go forward with this plan and Brian second. . Motion carried. Brian and LD will Co-chair these events and inform the congregation on Sunday July 17, 2005.

RENTAL FEES: Chr. of Finance, Brain Alden, Chr.of Trustees, LD Tift, Chr. of Special Services, Dorothy Van Bockern, Lynette Hardy and Rev. Ron met to discuss and tweak the rental fees for using CUMC facilities. The results were brought before the Council and approved on motion by Ron Oppold and seconded by LD Tift. Motion carried.

VISIONING COMMITTEE: Rev Ron reminded us that our Visioning Committee had met and decided our needs. Our next step would be to have a Church Conference with Randy Cross (new District Superintendent). Our Visioning Committee is ready to do a Power Point presentation of our needs at this meeting. Rev. Ron will advise the congregation of our upcoming Church Conference on two (2) occasions, the week of the 17th and the week of the 23rd. We will schedule the Conference in the last week of July, the 27th or 28th at the preference of Randy Cross. Motion by Gert and seconded by Bev to proceed with the meeting Motion carried. Decision will be made by the Congregation at this meeting if we should proceed with a Capitol Fund Drive.

PASTORS RENEWAL LEAVE: Rev Ron has been approved for renewal leave both by the Council and the Conference. Pastors in place for his absence are: Pete Mara, Gene Kroger, Bill Gran, Russ Tarver and Brenda Hansel. Gene Kroger will officiate in case of a funeral. Emil Eberhart or Bill Gran will do hospital visitations should that be necessary.

OTHER BUSINESS: Carol “Nutter” Entenman, will be here for book signing on October 9th. She has written a book about growing up in the Canton community and her father making house calls. There is a possibility of having Manut Bol a black man from Africa, speaking to one of our church groups about his life and experiences, brought to our attention by the Hawe family. The Light Springs Singers will be singing at CUMC Sunday July 17 at the 11:00 service. They are young people originally from the Ukraine. We will seek some compensation for them.

REPORTS:

Treasurer, Theresa Kuiper states the bills are being paid.

Missions, Birdie Theede shares that the In-gathering kits are coming in great. Bracelets are still being sold for Children of the Harvest.

Bible School: Karla Kozac reported getting prepared with volunteer food and help. The mission offering will be split with half going to our Pre-school and half going to Children of the Harvest.

Methodist Men: Ron Oppold shared that the golf outing was a good time and not a lot being planned during the summer.

Trustees: LD Tift reported that some tress have been trimmed.

Worship: Colleen Joslyn asked that we have ONE worship service July 31, at 10:00 A.M. and that we have a POT LUCK DINNER to send Rev. Ron and Marsha on their way to a time of renewal and relaxation.

MEETING WAS ADJOURNED. In closing we formed a circle, held hands and sang the Sanctuary Song.

Respectfully submitted by,

Dorothy Van Bockern 

